
July 31, 2020 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

I hope that you have had a rewarding summer so far! I imagine that “rewarding” looks 
different for us all, but I do hope that some downtime and relaxation has been felt. 

Many of you may be aware that our school board voted on Thursday, July 23rd, for 
Renaissance Academy to begin instruction virtually for all grades, K-12. Supervision is 
being offered in our building for grades K-6. Please refer to Dr. Guarino Buli’s email 
which was sent on July 27th, 2020, with the subject “K-6 Supervision Request”. That 
email shares more information regarding the supervision, including transportation. Also 
included is a survey to determine who will be attending, which you will find here for 
your convenience:  
On-Site Supervision Survey 

After reading the communication below, please reach out to me with additional 
questions that you may have. 

This purpose of this communication is to inform you of the processes, timelines, and 
resources which Renaissance Academy will be following during virtual learning, 
beginning at the start of the 2020-2021 school year, for students, grades K-12, who 
receive special education services (SES) and have Individualized Educational Plans 
(IEPs) or accommodations through a Service 504 Agreement. 

In-School Supervision 

Students in grades K-6 who elect to come to the building for supervision will not be 
receiving in-person special education support or services. At this time, all support and 
services will be provided virtually for all students. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdk6kY_qZYg57PB5CJwPt7TVOS7Z9Twx5PbN1g8ldaoaRzFBA/viewform
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Processes and Timelines 

1. All parents/guardians who have children receiving SES** or accommodations 
through an academic based Service 504 Agreement will be contacted by the 
special education teacher to schedule a virtual IEP or 504 meeting no later than 
Wednesday, August 19th.  The (aggressive) goal of the department is to hold  all
meetings by Friday, September 11th.

a. All team members are encouraged to bring to each meeting ideas, 
questions and concerns to plan for student success. RA staff will have 
reviewed documentation in advance of each meeting and will provide 
ideas and suggestions, individualized to each student, for consideration.
i. IEP team members will include a special education teacher, regular 

education teacher, related service member if applicable, and LEA, 
as well as other members that are requested by school or family.

ii. 504 team members will include the child, a special education 
teacher, and/or nurse, and a regular education teacher if requested 
by the family, as well as a school based counselor or related 
service member if appropriate to the plan.

b. As a team, it will be determined at these meetings, based on need, what 
virtual supports and services the students will receive to support them in 
this virtual environment. This includes but is not limited to, 1:1 or small 
group support with their special education teacher, emotional support, 
additional instructional support. At any time during the school year 
regardless of these circumstances, any member of the IEP or 504 
team may request to reconvene the team, or request for 
consideration to revise either the IEP or 504. We encourage this, as 
our goal is to maintain transparent and constructive communication 
with all stakeholders to ensure student success.

c. Once agreed upon, for students receiving SES, the school will issue a 
Notice of Recommended Educational Placement (NOREP) documenting 
that changes were made to the IEP.

**For students who are receiving Speech and/or Language services, Physical Therapy 
services, or Occupational Therapy services, therapists will contact you to determine if 
any revisions will be necessary. 
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Considerations in Preparation for Meetings- Survey Form Link Below to Help 
Prepare for Individual Meetings  

Some students did quite well in the virtual setting between March - June 2020. Other 
students struggled. We would encourage you to consider the following in preparation for 
our meetings: 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

1. Review your child’s current IEP or 504 as you prepare for the meeting.
2. Ask yourself and your child, what went well in the spring? What did not go well, 

generally speaking? What did not go well, specifically? For example, was it lack 
of routine? Did your child struggle with getting up in the morning? Did your child 
struggle with planning, organization, and time management? As we consider how 
we can best support your child, we focus on four broad categories:

a. Social-Behavioral
b. Collaborative
c. Physical
d. Instructional

3. The instruction in the Fall will look much different than during the Spring. There 
will be more - but not exclusive - direct instruction (synchronous), delivered on a 
daily schedule, in a virtual classroom. Our hope is that many of the barriers from 
the spring will become less cumbersome with the changes that are made. 
However, new challenges might arise. This is why it is imperative that meetings 
are reconvened and the lines of discussion remain open.

a. We have appreciated the positive feedback shared with the special 
education teachers and staff who worked with your children during the 
Spring. We are excited that this support will not only continue but also be 
superior with the plans in place for the entire student body.

4. Please complete this optional survey to help us best prepare for the individual 
needs of students in the virtual environment. The results of this survey will not be 
shared with the community nor do the responses constitute a commitment on 
your part. They will help guide the MDT meetings at the beginning of the school 
year as considerations but will not constitute a revision to any current IEP or 504 
Service Agreements. Discussing these questions with your child would be 
beneficial as you consider your responses. This survey will close on Sunday, 
August 9th, 2020. Thank you for taking the time to answer.
RACS Special Education/ 504 Survey

https://forms.gle/fxXSWGxvefTnUWoQ9.
https://forms.gle/fxXSWGxvefTnUWoQ9
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Related Services/Student Support  

Therapy provided for students identified with needs in Physical Therapy, Speech 
Therapy and/or language, Occupational Therapy, or social work will continue in 
teletherapy format, as was conducted in the spring. The team will discuss if students 
who received aids before the mandatory school closure would benefit from this service 
virtually. 

Timelines  

The school will continue to adhere to timelines as set forth by IDEA. 

Resources  

• RA Re-Opening  

• PaTTAN - Pennsylvania Training and Technical Assistance Network - 
#SpecialEducationInPa  

• PA Department of Ed/Special Education Homepage  

• Additude Magazine - Understanding and Finding Strategies and Resources for 
People  with ADHD/ADD  

• Students with IEPs and the 2020-21 School Year: What Families Need to Know  

• Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership Resources   

• Parent Education and Advocacy Leadership COVID Webinars   

• PaTTAN Family Resources for Students with Complex Learning Needs  

• ChildMind Institute - Supporting Families During Covid-19  

• Bringing Student Voice Into IEP Conversations  

http://www.rak12.org/for_parents/coronavirus__covid-19__ra_information___resources/school_reopening_plan
https://www.pattan.net/CMSPages/GetAmazonFile.aspx?path=~%5Cpattan%5Cmedia%5Cpublications%5C2019%20accessible%20pdfs%5Cbse-bulletin-spring-2020_6-20-wba.pdf&hash=74a3dcf926e22684799cd86bba663184ca04c3d476bfa1eeb04e4e24679fb1d8&ext=.pdf
https://www.pattan.net/CMSPages/GetAmazonFile.aspx?path=~%5Cpattan%5Cmedia%5Cpublications%5C2019%20accessible%20pdfs%5Cbse-bulletin-spring-2020_6-20-wba.pdf&hash=74a3dcf926e22684799cd86bba663184ca04c3d476bfa1eeb04e4e24679fb1d8&ext=.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Special%20Education/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.additudemag.com/
https://www.additudemag.com/
https://paautism.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/FB-only-Aug-11-PDE-BSE-webinar.pdf
https://pealcenter.org/peals-covid-19-resource-page/
https://pealcenter.org/webinars/
https://sites.google.com/pattan.net/pattan-significant-cognitive-d/home
https://childmind.org/coping-during-covid-19-resources-for-parents/#autism
https://www.edutopia.org/article/bringing-student-voice-iep-conversations




Student Services Plan 2020-2021 | 5  

On behalf of the Special Education department, and Renaissance Academy, we thank 
you  for trusting us to continue educating your child(ren). We miss them, and are eager 
to see them again. We understand the importance of communication and your 
participation is integral to the success of your child. The better we understand what the 
needs are in this virtual setting the better we can plan and implement. If you personally 
require support in order to support your child, please bring this to our attention. Please 
do not hesitate to contact me directly if you have any questions which were not 
answered in this communication.  

Sarah Pilacik 

Special Education Supervisor, Renaissance Academy Charter School 
sarah.pilacik@rak12.org   
610-983-4080 x190 

mailto:sarah.pilacik@rak12.org



